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“In 1996, when Poland became a member of the OECD, the membership was considered a ticket to a group 
of countries which, at that time, embodied development standards to which our country aspired. 20 years 
since the acquisition of the OECD membership, Poland has substantially narrowed the development distance 
toward the remaining OECD members, and has built signifi cant domestic assets. Today, Poland is ready to 
play an even more active role in the OECD in view of taking a fuller advantage of the OECD’s policy ideas, 
implementation mechanisms and governance standards. (…)  Poland is also increasingly ready to support the 
OECD in generating new and productive policy ideas. Therefore, we need to make Poland’s contribution to the 
OECD-led debate more visible by focusing on these policy areas where our country has good achievements 
and results that have made us stand out. We need to let our policy experts and strong academic centres have 
their voice heard on the OECD forum”.

HE Prof. Aleksander Surdej 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Poland to the OECD (p. 14 in this volume)

“Although the OECD was established more than half a century ago, it maintains its ability to respond to a va-
riety of new challenges of today and a valid perspective on socio-economic developments in the world. The 
OECD’s approach to contemporary socio-economic phenomena and processes remains professional, unbiased 
and interdisciplinary. (…) As an OECD member, Poland is welcomed to draw from these policy recommenda-
tions and the entire pool of knowledge and expertise that the OECD has accumulated since its establishment. 
Economic diagnoses and sectoral reviews serve as excellent benchmarks to identify the economic status quo. 
Professionalism and integrity render the OECD a truly trustworthy partner”.

Mr. Maciej Fałkowski 
Deputy Director, Department of Economic Cooperation 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Republic of Poland (p. 230 in this volume)

“Membership in the OECD signifi es a status of a developed and rich country. At the time of Poland joining the 
OECD in 1996 that status was even more pronounced than it is today, (…) Poland’s membership in the OECD 
(since 22nd November 1996) prepared Poland to join the [EU] internal market, including the free movement 
of goods, services, capital, and labour/people. As a result, following the acquisition of the EU membership, 
Poland did not need transitional periods with regard to regulations concerning capital fl ows…” 

Prof. Katarzyna Żukrowska 
Director of the Institute of International Aff airs, Head of the International Security 
Department, Warsaw School of Economics (p. 231 in this volume)
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Yearbook of the Institute of East-Central Europe (Rocznik Instytutu Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej) is a quar-
terly, published in Polish and in English, listed in the IC Journal Master List (Index Copernicus International). 
In the most recent Ministry of Science and Higher Education ranking of journals published on the Polish mar-
ket the Yearbook of the Institute of East-Central Europe received one of the highest scores, i.e. 14 points. 
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Celebrating the  20th anniversary of  Poland’s membership in  the 
OECD, the influential biannual OECD Report: Economic Survey of Po-
land 2016 was presented in March 2016. The presentation of the report 
was accompanied by an expert discussion on the OECD and its role 
in enhancing socio-economic growth and development in its mem-
ber states and in particular its role in defining the path of transition 
and transformation in Poland.

Panel #1:
1996-2016: taking stock of the 20 years of Poland’s membership 
in the OECD
Panel members:

 � HE Dr. Jakub Wiśniewski, Ambassador, Permanent Representa-
tive of Poland to the OECD

 � Prof. Katarzyna Żukrowska, Director of Institute for Interna-
tional Studies, Head of the International Security Department, 
Warsaw School of Economics 

 � Mr. Adam Orzechowski, Deputy Director, Economic Coopera-
tion Department, Ministry of Economic Development

 � Mr. Maciej Fałkowski, Deputy Director, Economic Coopera-
tion Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Poland

Moderated by: Dr. Anna Visvizi

During the panel discussion, the multifaceted nature of Poland’s mem-
bership in the OECD was highlighted. In this context, the processes 
of socialization, peer pressure and evolving dynamics of cooperation at 
the OECD forum were emphasized. The panelists stressed that mem-
bership in the OECD was one of the most important steps on the path 
towards external liberalization and institutionalization of  Poland’s 
external relations. In  this sense, membership in  the OECD proved 
decisive in defining the path of the processes of transition and trans-
formation in Poland. Moreover, as the panelists pointed out, serving 
as a unique forum of dialogue, expertise transfer and best practice 
sharing, the OECD offered Poland the opportunity to gradually turn 
from a rule taker to a rule maker in contemporary regulatory process-
es thus increasing Poland’s international clout.
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Panel #2:
Presentation of the OECD Report: Economic Survey of Poland 2016
The report was presented by Dr. Antoine Goujard, the OECD Sec-
retariat.

The presentation of the report was followed by a detailed discussion 
on the  specific recommendations entailed in  the  report regarding 
the Polish economy and its prospects.
Panel members:

 � HE Dr. Jakub Wiśniewski, Ambassador, Permanent Representa-
tive of Poland to the OECD

 � Prof. Katarzyna Żukrowska, Director of Institute for Interna-
tional Studies, Head of the International Security Department, 
Warsaw School of Economics 

 � Mr. Witold Grostal, Director of Bureau of Monetary Policy Strat-
egy, Economic Institute, The National Bank of Poland 

 � Dr. Antoine Goujard, OECD Economics Department
Moderated by: Dr. Anna Visvizi

Panel #3:
Beyond the OECD report, i.e. implementing the OECD’s recommendations
Presentation of the “Action plan for responsible development of Po-
land” (aka Morawiecki Plan)

The “Morawiecki Plan” plan was presented by Mr. Marcin Obroniecki, 
Ministry of Economic Development. A discussion followed.

Panel members:
 � Dr. Krzysztof Żuk, President of the City of Lublin
 � Prof. Marian Żukowski, Director of the Institute of Economics 

and Management, The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin
 � Prof. Aleksander Surdej, Head of the European Studies Depart-

ment, The Cracow University of Economics
 � Mr. Marcin Obroniecki, Ministry of Economic Development

Moderated by: o. Tomasz Dostatni, OP
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During the  panel discussion, the  education-competitiveness and 
growth nexus was emphasized. In this context, the long-term develop-
ment strategy of the City of Lublin was discussed as well as the concert-
ed effort undertaken by the City of Lublin to invest in infrastructure, 
attract investment, encourage partnerships between universities and 
businesses, and thereby not only boost innovativeness but also im-
prove attractiveness of the region.
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