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History and Memory: 
the Case of Poland and Korea

Korea and Poland have a similar history in which they have developed a variety of relationships with their neighbours 
and, in the modern era, carried out a fi erce independence movement to regain their lost sovereignty. The Northeast 
Asian History Foundation and the Institute of East-Central Europe in Poland began academic exchange in 2017 to 
share Korean and Polish history of colonialism and independence movement and seek resolutions of history disputes 
among neighbouring nations. The four papers published in the special issue of Yearbook of the Institute of East-Cen-
tral Europe were presented at a joint conference held on 13 November 2017, titled ‘Relations among Neighbouring 
Countries in Northeast Asia and Central and Eastern Europe: Prospect of Past History and Reconciliation’, and cover 
the process of the Japan’s depravation of Korean sovereignty with international law, the characteristics of the Korean 
independence movement, the nature and current status of history confl icts between Korea and Japan, and the publi-
cation process of the joint history textbook between Germany and Poland. The NAHF plans to explore ways to apply 
the models of Poland and other European countries for resolving history confl icts to Northeast Asia.

Lee Hyun-Ju, Secretary General of the Northeast Asian History Foundation

Historical disputes, which have been taking place in Poland recently, clearly show that history itself may be skilfully, 
yet inappropriately, involved in the contemporary politics and political manoeuvring. Few prominent exceptions no-
twithstanding, historians usually prefer not to take part in a game as such. However, they simultaneously do not enjoy 
considerable infl uence on how their arguments (in a simplifi ed or even vulgarized form) are being taken advantage of 
by politicians, propagandists or ideologists. That last group, for instance, caters only for one version (interpretation) of 
history, either rejecting the others, or regarding them as completely false. (...)
The professional historian who is also methodologically oriented knows that the existence of ‘the history’, which 
would provide the explanation or the one and only version of the truth is, at best, a positivist illusion, or – at worst 
– a starting point for manipulation and stupefaction. Although in many cases it is possible to consider a statement 
about singular facts as perfectly correct, an attempt at relating those facts to each other is always already an act 
of interpretation, and an interpreter is never a neutral observer.
That does not mean, however, that history is somehow purged of falsehood, and that all interpretations are equal 
or acceptable. Therefore, it is of outmost importance to highlight from the very beginning that fraud, intentional lie 
or misinterpretation do diff er from diverging perspectives or competing interpretations.

Mirosław Filipowicz, Head of the Institute of East-Central Europe
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Foreword

I was able to catch a glimpse of the Polish people’s perception of hu-
man life through the Polish history that I read for the first time in fall 
29 years ago. It was just before I headed for the country to accomplish 
a mission of establishing the Korean Embassy in Warsaw. Korea and 
Poland have a similar history in which they have developed a variety 
of relationships with their neighbours and, in the modern era, carried 
out a fierce independence movement to regain their lost sovereignty. 
The Northeast Asian History Foundation and the Institute of East-
Central Europe in Poland began academic exchange in 2017 to share 
Korean and Polish history of colonialism and independence movement 
and seek resolutions of history disputes among neighbouring nations. 
The four papers published in the special issue of Yearbook of the Insti-
tute of East-Central Europe were presented at a joint conference held 
on 13 November 2017, titled ‘Relations among Neighbouring Countries 
in Northeast Asia and Central and Eastern Europe: Prospect of Past 
History and Reconciliation’, and cover the process of the Japan’s dep-
ravation of Korean sovereignty with international law, the character-
istics of the Korean independence movement, the nature and current 
status of history conflicts between Korea and Japan, and the publica-
tion process of the joint history textbook between Germany and Po-
land. The NAHF plans to explore ways to apply the models of Poland 
and other European countries for resolving history conflicts to North-
east Asia. In May this year, the NAHF will hold a second joint confer-
ence in Seoul, Korea, on the theme of ‘Historical Reconciliation and 
the Centennial National Foundation Anniversary of Korea and Po-
land’. I hope that our ongoing scholarly exchanges will deepen mutual 
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Lee Hyun-Ju

understanding between the two countries and contribute to finding 
solutions of history disputes with our neighbours, which are the com-
mon challenges facing us. I express my deep appreciation to my friend 
Mirosław Filipowicz, the Director of the Institute of East-Central Eu-
rope, for allowing me this space. 

Lee Hyun-Ju
Secretary General of the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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